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Emergency Telephone: The June 1967 War and Its 
Impact on Nablus as Reflected in the Correspondence 
between Hamdi Kanaan and Akram Zuaytir 
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null < js jglaïl gu éllall ga na Jolaï älaf eni] uyall <Liff enà äâllall ass Jgaig .äga-uyll iläLellL 
Guu Léo ils Lai .ghoill ga js çné ay pui Ügl Gall aa Gijaïig .guili âisso çné ai wall Llnäll a 
Jisil Gôig sûà ,GL10gull ax dy La enil Cugaï 5j ‘en jf Jalno enà Gi 25 La Giliïl£all JaSï wi .Gilelyall xigï un à 
go älobil Gülyuaïllg «äclaïn\llg à 13lniàlll älinall pjil égyb pag ail à wluull JKâilg éälgall ya 
agacg lbgns gui n-Ilai ga jyjail éôail aëjhs saïly$So Qn_à Jai ayle ji ui lo Jay Gië si Las ail 
{nô Ga -uf enill äs$yall Jalgallg :Jicjg yleis Lac enill slégill Glil$all asa à gl Aho»g .âéhiall (n_Ilai 
.lällg sganll (nà null Glällell enà quuall acall Jig will Laaïlls Jai 
.ülil£all Jicj aysi gLeis sas ,gulli 1967 quigi /gljj uy> :är2liéa Gilals 
This study examines the correspondence that took place between Hamdi Kanaan and Akram Zuaytir during the 
weeks and months immediately following the June 1967 War. Their exchange sheds light on the way in which, 
although the war had disrupted traditional means of communication such as visits and telephone calls, it had 
inaugurated another form of communication that highlighted the growing value of replacing formal relationships 
with personal ones that facilitated solutions to newly arising issues facing the city of Nablus. These two men's 
correspondence, which often served as a kind of diary, fills out the details of certain events that were obscured in 
other sources, as they documented budding political positions and ideas, as well as the socioeconomic conditions 
that prevailed under the Israeli occupation of Palestine and changes that were taking place. In particular, this 
correspondence revealed certain things that Kanaan had concealed in his memoir, such as the covert ways in 
which he bolstered the resilience of the inhabitants of both Nablus and the surrounding region. The language in 
which the letters were written conveys the psychological states that were being experienced by both men, as well 
as the compound factors that shaped their mindsets over time, and the impact such supportive personal bonds had 
on people's ability to persevere and survive. 


Keywords: June 1967 War, Nablus, Hamdi Kanaan, Akram Zuaytir, Correspondence. 
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Martha Hanna, "A Republic of Letters: The Epistolary Tradition in France during World War 1," The American Historical Review, vol. 108, no. 5 
(2003), pp. 1338-1361; Chad Bryant, "The Language of Resistance? Czech Jokes and Joke-telling under Nazi Occupation, 1943-45," Journal of 

Contemporary History, vol. 41, no. 1 (2006), pp. 133-151; 
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7 Agnès Graceffa, "Academic Solidarity under Occupation: The letters of Marc Bloch to André Mazon (December 1940-July 1941)," Revue 
historique, vol. 674, no. 2 (2015), pp. 383-412. 


8 Dominic J. Capeci Jr. (ed.), Detroit and the ‘Good War': The World War II Letters of Mayor Edward Jeffries and Friends (Kentucky: The 
University Press of Kentucky, 1996). 
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